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Life in Sassafras Springs has always been predictable, boring even, but one afternoon that changes

when Eben McAllister's pa challenges him to find Seven Wonders in Sassafras that rival the real

Seven Wonders of the World. The reward? An adventure that Eben's been craving -- a trip to

Colorado.   Even doesn't think he'll have any luck -- he can't think of one single thing that could be

considered wondrous in Sassafras -- but he's willing to try. Little does he know that the Wonders

he'll discover among his neighbors, friends, relatives, and family will give him the adventure of a

lifetime...without ever leaving his home.
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This is a wonderful book for all ages. I absolutely love the wisdom, flow, perspective, and profound

storytelling ability of this author. In seeking life's intrinsic treasures, what better way to question how

to measure greatness, meaning, happiness, and wonder than to seek and discover these things

hidden in our own back yards?The story Ms. Birney weaves is so close to my own heart, I could

almost swear that I grew up in Sassafras Springs. Though I am sad to say that my dissatisfaction

growing up in the country, on the outskirts of a town with seemingly little to offer, did not allow me to

realize the wonders surrounding me in my youth until I was well into adulthood. I sincerely wish a



challenge similar to that of Eben's had been issued to me growing up so I could have learned at a

much earlier age to appreciate what I now recognize I missed. In relation to my own childhood, the

moving nature of this story made me weep.Matt Phelan's illustrations are a wonderful compliment to

this book. His drawings are completely classic and fit the story so perfectly, they remind me of Garth

Williams' insight for the illustrations of the Little House series and E.B. White's enchanting tales.

Though many recent books feature trendier artwork, the purity of Mr. Phelan's style is parallel to the

purity of the story he brings to life with his drawings.This book is destined to be a great classic,

perhaps equal in significance to works such as A Tree Grows in Brooklyn and Tom Sawyer. I have

already begun a second reading of this story, and I am sure I will reread it many more times during

my life as well. I believe it is my favorite of all the new books I have read in the last ten years.
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